


 

agreements to lease with the option to buy, but were not enabled to exercise the option to buy 
after the 1994 transition. 
 
Farming requires long-term planning, capital investment and operational expenditure and 
simply cannot be successful without long-term security of tenure. Due to the lack of tenure 
security, some farming operations have been devastated, leaving families destitute and have 
also resulted in loss of life. The lack of ownership and lease agreements further prevents 
farmers from properly defending their land in case of illegal occupation and mining, farm 
hijacking and other criminal activities. 
 
It is very concerning that lease agreements, agricultural inputs and access to financial support, 
including grants, development funding and agricultural loan opportunities, are seemingly being 
used by officials of the provincial department in some cases as a form of ‘reward’, rather than 
being administered through a fair, transparent and lawful process. This creates the impression 
of favouritism, abuse of power and corruption in the awarding of lease agreements and 
agricultural support. The provincial department claims that contracts cannot be concluded with 
farmers, yet contracts have in fact been concluded with a few of them. It is evident that this is 
not being handled in accordance with the principles of just administrative action. The 
establishment of Communal Property Associations (CPAs) and the opaque and questionable 
allocation of land to these CPAs, land that has been used and occupied by farmers, are 
threatening the viability of farming operations and have already led to violence and also 
warrant urgent investigation. 
 
The conduct and lack of response from government send a message that the Department of 
Land Reform and Rural Development is not serious about securing long-term security of 
tenure and land ownership for emerging, small-scale and commercial farmers who are 
currently dependent on state-owned land, despite the statements made by officials. What 
other reasoning can explain why officials continue to deny the majority of farmers secure, long-
term tenure or ownership of land even though many of the farmers and their families have 
lived on these farms and cultivated the land for decades? 
 
Mr Kurhula Maluleka, Deputy Secretary-General of LiFA ( , 

) can provide any further information you may require. I am also willing 
and able to facilitate the provision of additional information or meetings with the stakeholders 
if that can be of assistance. 
 
Your urgent intervention can prevent further loss of agricultural production, human dignity and 
lives in an area that has seen large-scale losses in productivity and human suffering. 
 
Your urgent intervention in this matter will be appreciated. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Barend P. Uys 
Head: Intercultural Relations and Cooperation 
AfriForum 

 
 









